
Beloved parishioners, 
 
The solemnity of Christmas we celebrate today suggests, among others, some outstanding themes, 
namely, light, peace, and joy. 
 
Light. On Christmas night mass we hear in the First reading: “The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; Upon those 
who lived in a land of gloom a light has shone.” (Is. 9:2) Christ is our light. He came to dispel the 
darkness of sin. He will later say in the 
gospel: “I am the light of the world.” (Jn 8:12) Welcoming Jesus, therefore, is welcoming the light, thus 
turning our back to the works 
of darkness. Furthermore, Jesus identifies us, his followers (Christians) with the light. He says: “You are 
the light of the world. A 
city built on top of a hill cannot be hidden.” (Matt. 5:14) Celebrating Christmas therefore is also 
celebrating our identity as light of the 
world and behaving accordingly. 
 
Peace. The prophet Isaiah proclaims: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Is. 9:6) Jesus is 
the Prince of peace who said: 
“Blessed are the peacemakers” (Mat.5:9); “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have 
peace” (Jn. 16:33) and again, 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 
hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid.” (Jn 14:27). Because we have Jesus in our midst and in our hearts, peace should 
therefore be our companion. Celebrating 
Christmas is, therefore, receiving the peace of Jesus and being peacemakers. 
 
Joy. Because of such a divine presence of light and peace in our world, joy should be our leitmotif. One 
of the recurrent Christmas 
carols sings: “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” As Christians, we cannot but be a joyful people. We 
have the greatest reason of being 
joyful: the Lord is come; the Lord is in our midst. Let us therefore behold Him and keep him at Christmas 
and always. In a consumerist world as ours, the temptation is to drown into the hustle and bustle of the 
Christmas material preparations time and forget the One who 
gave us the opportunity to celebrate Him, receive Him and Keep Him: our Light, our Peace and our Joy, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 
Let us keep Christ at Christmas. 
Merry Christmas to all! 


